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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  TROWBRIDGE 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, — 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  first  report  as  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

As  my  appointment  does  not  cover  the  whole  year,  my  report  must 
necessarily  be  somewhat  incomplete,  but  I  have  endeavoured  to  remedy 
this  deficiency  where  possible. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

As  there  was  a  decline  in  the  population  at  the  last  census,  the 
population  for  the  year  must  be  estimated  at  a  lower  figure  than  that 
of  1901,  and  stands  at  11,474. 

There  were  registered  during  the  year  251  births  and  187  deaths — 
a  rate  per  1000  of  21.8,  and  16.29  respectively.  The  average  rates  for 
the  previous  ten  years  have  been  21.5,  and  13.8.  The  birth  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  during  1902  was  28.6  ;  the  death  rate  16.3. 

The  birth  rate  is  low  and  its  decline  in  recent  years  has  been  very 
marked.  In  1882  there  were  registered  356  births,  and  the  average 
rate  for  the  years  1882  to  1891  was  27.9.  The  decline  is  general 
throughout  the  country  :  the  special  incidence  in  this  district  is 
associated  with  the  depression  of  trade  and  the  consequent  relative 
absence  of  a  prosperous  artisan  community. 

The  death  rate  is  somewhat  higher  than  in  recent  years.  An 
appended  table  gives  the  mortality  from  various  causes  and  I  have 
added  to  it  by  way  of  contrast  the  corresponding  figures  of  last  year. 
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From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  an  increase  in  the  mortality  from 
infectious  diseases  and  also  from  phthisis  and  other  tubercular  diseases. 
The  number  of  deaths  from  phthisis  is  greater  than  in  any  recent  year, 
though  the  rate  is  not  a  high  one.  Much  could  be  done  towards 
reducing  the  incidence  of  this  disease  if  the  public  would  realise  that 
it  is  communicable,  and  that  the  infectious  agent  is  the  expectoration. 
The  expectoration  of  all  phthisical  patients  should  be  disinfected,  and 
the  habit  of  spitting  in  public  places  be  discouraged.  In  many  districts 
the  disinfection  of  rooms  occupied  by  such  patients  is  carried  out,  and 
this  should  be  done  as  largely  as  possible. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  sanatorium  to  be  erected  at  Winsley  will 
receive  the  generous  support  of  the  public. 

The  diseases  classified  as  diarrhoea  and  enteritis  show  a  marked 
diminution,  due  to  the  lessened  prevalence  of  these  complaints  among 
infants  during  the  cooler  summer. 

Twenty-six  of  the  deaths  were  those  of  infants  under  one  year  of 
age — a  rate  of  100.8  per  1,000  births.  The  corresponding  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  is  133.  64  deaths  were  those  of  persons  over  the 

age  of  65  years. 

Fifteen  inquests  were  held  during  the  year. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  year  has  been  marked  by  a  severe  epidemic  of  measles  and 
whooping  cough,  necessitating  the  closure  of  all  the  public  infant 
schools  in  the  district.  There  were  eight  deaths  from  whooping  cough 
a  rate  .61  per  1,000,  and  5  deaths  from  measles,  a  rate  of  .43.  The 
corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales  were  .29  and  .38. 

There  have  been  notified  during  the  year  22  cases  of  diphtheria,  9 
of  erysipelas,  36  of  scarlet  fever,  3  of  enteric  fever,  1  of  continued  fever, 
a  total  of  71,  which  compares  favourably  with  last  year,  when  there 
was  a  total  of  99,  the  diminution  being  mainly  in  cases  of  scarlet  fever 
and  erysipelas.  The  average  number  of  notifiable  diseases  during  the 
past  ten  years  has  been  76'4. 

The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  have  been  of  a  very  mild  type,  and 
there  has  been  no  fatal  issue.  The  cases  occurred  mainly  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year,  only  two  notifications  having  been  received  during 
the  last  four  months.  Scarlet  Fever  appears  to  be  more  or  less 
endemic  in  the  town  ;  I  find  little  mention  of  it  in  the  annual  reports 
presented  previously  to  1890,  but  in  that  year  there  was  a  severe 
epidemic,  and  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  reported  293  cases ;  since 
that  time  the  district  has  never  been  quite  free  ;  and  during  the  past 
two  years  there  has  been  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  cases. 
Had  there  been  opportunity  for  efficient  isolation  at  the  outset  of  this 
epidemic,  this  state  of  matters  would  not  have  prevailed,  and  this  leads 
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me  to  lay  stress  on  the  fact  that  there  is  at  present  no  means  of  isolat¬ 
ing  cases  of  diphtheria.  This  is  the  more  to  be  regretted  as  during 
the  last  two  years  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  prevalence  of  this 
disease,  the  highest  number  of  notifications  received  in  any  one  year 
previous  to  1901  being  6.  In  most  instances  there  has  been  found 
some  sanitary  defect  in  or  near  the  infected  house  ;  but  this  is  not  in 
itself  sufficient  to  account  for  the  attack,  and  the  disease  will  not  be 
checked  so  long  as  many  of  the  cases  have  to  be  treated  in  small  and 
crowded  houses  where  effective  isolation  is  impossible. 

The  three  cases  of  enteric  fever  were  not  associated,  and  their 
origin  could  not  be  definitely  traced.  There  has  been  very  little  of 
this  disease  in  recent  years,  a  fact  probably  dependent  upon  the  closure 
of  contaminated  water  supplies.  The  absence  of  puerperal  fever  is 
very  satisfactory. 

Cases  of  smallpox  have  occurred  in  the  neighbourhood,  but  your 
district  has  fortunately  escaped  visitation  ;  and  this  is  a  cause  for 
congratulation  in  view  of  the  comparatively  unvaccinated  state  of  the 
community. 

Eighteen  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  have  been  treated  in  your  Isolation 
Hospital.  I  also  had  one  case  of  diphtheria  removed  there  when  the 
hospital  was  otherwise  empty.  The  patients  have  been  well  cared  for 
by  those  in  charge. 


SEWEEAGE. 

A  commencement  has,  I  am  pleased  to  report,  been  made  with  the 
new  drainage  system,  the  contract  for  the  Bond  Street  portion  haviug 
been  signed  on  December  5th ;  this  work  is  progressing,  and  its 
completion  will  prove  of  great  advantage. 

The  plans  for  the  northern  portion  await  the  sanction  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  I  trust  there  may  be  little  delay  in  the  prosecu¬ 
tion  of  this  scheme,  as  the  sanitary  arrangements  for  parts  of  the 
affected  area  are  very  unsatisfactory. 

A  serious  blockage  occurred  in  the  Bradley  Eoad  sewer  owing  to 
the  penetration  of  faulty  joints  by  tree  roots.  The  sewer  has  with 
difficulty  been  kept  permeable,  and  plans  have  been  prepared  for 
draining  this  area  on  a  revised  scheme. 


DISPOSAL  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE. 

I  have  been  compelled  during  the  year  to  recommend  the  closure 
of  the  Trowle  tipping  ground. 

Complaints  have  also  been  received  concerning  the  tipping  of 
refuse  at  Upper  Studley.  The  disposal  of  house  refuse  in  this  manner 
cannot  be  considered  as  satisfactory.  I  reported  on  this  matter  in 
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October  last,  and  recommended  the  Council  to  consider  the  question  of 
providing  a  destructor,  but  the  matter  was  over-ruled  on  the  score  of 
expense.  I  do  not  think,  however,  that  the  cost  would  be  so  prohibi¬ 
tive  as  was  anticipated,  and  I  would  again  recommend  the  Council  to 
consider  whether  it  would  not  be  possible  to  erect  a  destructor  in 
connection  with  the  new  sewage  disposal  works. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

There  has  been  no  shortage  in  the  company’s  supply  during  the 
year,  and  the  quality  has  been  good. 

The  well  in  Edinburgh  Buildings  has  been  closed  on  my  recom¬ 
mendation,  as  analysis  showed  it  to  be  polluted. 

As  there  is  a  readily  available  supply  of  good  water,  wells  should 
not  be  countenanced  unless  they  are  above  suspicion. 

The  slaughter-houses  and  bake-houses  have  been  regularly  inspected 
by  me  and  are  generally  satisfactory. 

I  have  also  inspected  the  Common  Lodging  House,  and  have  found 
it  well  kept. 

One  case  of  overcrowding  at  New  Road  Courts  was  reported  by  me 
to  the  Council,  and  was  abated. 

The  following  table,  which  I  have  abstracted  from  the  recently 
published  report  on  the  census  of  1901,  is  of  interest  as  shewing  the 
population  in  tenements  of  less  than  five  rooms  : — 


Total  tenements,  2883  ;  tenements  of  less  than  five  rooms,  879. 


Persons  per  tenement. 

Rooms  in  tenement.  No.  of  tenements.  1  2  3456789  10  11 


1 

4 

2 

2 

172 

106 

3 

181 

40 

4 

522 

44 

2 

46  10  5  3  2 

44  35  19  16  10  9  5  3  1 
127  124  85  61  36  18  15  9  ..  3 


A  house-to-house  inspection  has  been  commenced  in  the  Mortimer 
{Street  district.  I  hope  gradually  to  have  this  and  other  districts 
completed,  as  it  is  only  by  this  means  that  the  sanitary  condition  of 
your  area  can  be  thoroughly  ascertained. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901. 

This  Act  came  into  force  on  January  1st,  1902.  The  duties  which 
it  places  on  the  Council  are  very  onerous,  involving  practically  the 
supervision  of  all  places  where  work  of  any  kind  is  carried  on.  I 
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understand  that  under  the  minute  of  the  Council  of  18th  March  last 
they  do  not  place  this  responsibility  with  their  medical  officer,  but  the 
Act  requires  that  he  should  report  specifically  on  its  administration. 
During  the  past  year,  owing  to  the  changes  which  have  occurred  in  the 
sanitary  staff,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  get  the  Act  into  thorough 
working  order,  but  some  sanitary  defects  have  been  remedied  and  a 
commencement  made  of  estimating  the  cubic  space  of  workshops.  A 
register  of  Factories  and  Workshops  is  being  prepared.  It  will  be 
necessary  for  the  Council  also  to  receive  lists  of  outworkers,  that  their 
homes  may  be  inspected. 

I  remain.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  PEAESE,  M.D. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DUEING  THE  YEAE 

1902  IN  TEOWBEIDGE  DISTEICT. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

At  all  Ages. 

Average  for  previous 
ten  years. 

Small-pox 

. .  — 

— 

Cholera 

. .  — 

— 

Diphtheria 

22 

4*5 

Membranous  croup 

. .  — 

•6 

Erysipelas 

9 

15-1 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

36 

51-8 

Typhus  Fever  . . 

. .  — 

— 

Enteric  Fever  . . 

3 

3-3 

Eelapsing  Fever 

. .  — 

— 

Continued  Fever 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

Plague 

. .  — 

11 

Totals 

71 

76-4 
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CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DUEING  YEAE  1902. 

DISTEICT  OF  TEOWBEIDGE. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All 

ages. 

Under 

1  year. 

1  and 
under 
5. 

5  and 
under 
15. 

15  and 
under 
25. 

25  and 
under 
65. 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards 

1901. 

All  ages 

Small- 

pox  . . 

Measles 

5 

5 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

Whooping-cough  . . 

8 

2 

6 

— 

Diphtheria  and  membran- 

— 

ous  croup 

3 

2 

1 

2 

Croup 

•  •  •  • 

— 

— 

Typhus 

— 

— 

Fever  - 

Enteric 

1 

1 

_ 

Other  continued 

1 

1 

— 

Epidemic  Influenza 

2 

2 

1 

Cholera 

— 

Plague 

•  •  •  • 

— 

— 

Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

8 

Enteritis 

1 

1 

3 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

1 

Erysipelas  . . 

— 

1 

Other  septic  diseases 

— 

1 

Phthisis 

12 

2 

2 

8 

5 

Other  tubercular  diseases  . . 

11 

4 

2 

3 

2 

8 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

13 

8 

5 

7 

Bronchitis  . . 

24 

2 

3 

4 

15 

16 

Pneumonia  . . 

13 

6 

6 

1 

10 

Pleurisy 

1 

1 

— 

Other  diseases  of  Eespiratory 

organs  . . 

2 

2 

6 

Alcoholism  ) 

o 

Cirrhosis  of  liver )  ‘ ' 

A 

Venereal  diseases  . . 

— 

— 

Premature  birth 

5 

5 

5 

Diseases  and  accidents 

of 

parturition 

1 

1 

3 

Heart  diseases 

22 

1 

1 

10 

10 

11 

Accidents 

3 

1 

2 

1 

Suicides 

1 

1 

— 

All  other  causes 

•  • 

57 

4 

6 

3 

13 

32 

63 

All  causes . . 

187 

26 

25 

6 

5 

61 

64 

154 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  &  MEMBERS  OF  THE  TROWBRIDGE 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, — 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Report  for  a  portion  of 
the  past  year,  viz.,  from  the  17th  May. 

FOOTPATHS. 

The  relaying  of  a  number  of  Main  Road  Footpaths  was  proceeded 
with.  In  Wingfield  Road  and  Bradford  Road  new  kerb  has  been  fixed 
and  tar  paving  laid.  Portions  of  Newtown  and  the  Down  have  also 
been  paved  with  tar  paving.  A  portion  of  the  footway  on  the  south¬ 
east  side  of  Hilperton  Road  has  been  laid  with  redressed  pennant  flags  ; 
however,  the  work  could  not  be  proceeded  with  in  consequence  of  frost, 
but  will  be  completed  in  the  Spring  of  the  New  Year. 

The  whole  of  Church  Walk  has  been  relaid  with  new  pennant 
paving.  In  Dursley  Lane  the  fence  on  the  Railway  side  has  been  set 
back  and  a  new  footway  made  with  pennant  kerb  and  tar  paving. 
Improvements  have  also  been  effected  in  Newtown  and  Court  Street 
by  setting  back  and  relaying  the  footpaths. 

A  contract  has  been  entered  into  for  paving  both  sides  of  Church 
Street ;  however,  being  commenced  late  in  the  year  the  completion  of 
this  work  has  also  been  held  over  until  the  Spring  of  the  New  -Year. 

Several  smaller  improvements  and  repairs  have  been  effected  to  the 
footpaths  in  various  parts  of  the  town. 

BYTHESEA  ROAD. 

A  contract  has  been  entered  into  for  making  up  and  generally 
improving  this  road ;  however,  the  work  is  only  partly  completed. 
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BUILDING. 

Building  has  again  been  fairly  active,  although  no  buildings  of  any 
magnitude  have  been  built,  a  considerable  number  of  dwelling  houses 
have  been  erected.  A  plan  was  passed  for  a  new  factory  in  Bradford 
Eoad,  but  the  erection  of  same  has  not  yet  been  commenced.  The 
number  of  plans  passed  was  : — Dwelling  Houses  and  Business  Premises, 
68  ;  additions,  alterations,  and  small  erections,  17 ;  New  Road,  1 ; 
total,  86. 

SEWERAGE. 

A  contract  has  been  entered  into  for  Bond  Street  Sewerage,  but  as 
this  work  was  only  commenced  in  December  I  am  unable  to  deal  with 
it  at  any  length  in  this  report,  but  I  hope  to  be  able  to  report  favour¬ 
ably  on  same  next  year. 

SANITARY. 

The  following  table  sets  forth  the  particulars  of  the  work  of 
sanitary  inspection,  and  the  work  done  in  abating  nuisances  : — 


Complaints  received  ... 

•  •  • 

...  14 

Common  Lodging  Houses  inspected 

•  •  • 

...  1 

Slaughter  Houses  inspected  ... 

•  •  • 

...  12 

Cases  of  Overcrowding  abated 

•  •  • 

...  1 

New  W.Cs. 

•  •  • 

...  1 

Houses  to  which  new  drains  were  laid  or  relaid 

...  26 

Notices  served  to  abate  nuisances  ... 

•  •  • 

...  56 

Notices  complied  with 

•  •  • 

...  44 

Notices  outstanding  ... 

»  •  • 

...  12 

In  company  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  I  have  made 
several  inspections  of  the  Slaughter  Houses  and  Common  Lodging 
House,  which  on  the  whole  are  in  fairly  good  sanitary  condition. 

I  am.  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  NICHOLSON-LAILEY, 

Mem.  San.  Inst., 

Town  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 
Town  Hall,  February,  1903. 


